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Ofqual is working with awarding organisations again this academic year 
to support the safe and timely delivery of Vocational and Technical 

used for progression to further or higher education, are included in 

VTCT Skills has a proud history of ensuring results are delivered on time 

to embed timely delivery of VTQ results will ensure that transparency 
of information, key dates and term time check in points is standardised 
across all awarding organisations delivering vocational and technical 

VTCT Skills publishes its key dates document to set out the timeline and 

VTCT Skills actively engages with its centres to remind them of deadlines 
and signpost to support guides and information ahead of each of the 

checkpoints into its existing processes to proactively contact centres 

VTCT Skills will use the term-time checkpoints to cross reference 
registration data with schedules for the Summer 2026 assessment series, 

results and are able to progress onto the next stage of their education or 

 

Centres to submit a 

Checkpoint 1 Checkpoint 2

information or 
evidence needed 
from centres to 
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Guidance Information
The key dates within this Assessment Timetable document relate to 

Learners who fail to achieve the required Pass mark or are deemed to 
have underperformed, are permitted ONE

Scheduling Learners for an External Examination
Centres are able to enter learners into the assessment series shown  

completed by centres, before the ‘deadline to schedule entries

Centres wishing to make entries after this deadline will need to  

Assessment Date
Centres are required to schedule all learners sitting the same examination 

centres will need to notify VTCT Skills and apply for this schedule to be 
 

 
 or  

Secure Exam Browser

assessments, VTCT Skills has a requirement for all centres taking 

A secure exam browser provides a safe, secure environment to carry 

other websites and applications and prevents unauthorised resources 

online applications including email and web browsers, ensuring that 
learners cannot access other windows or tabs whilst undertaking their 

Exam Week Support
Customer Support will send an email to centres to provide information 

There is out of hours support for centres who have scheduled 

dedicated support will be sent to all centres with out of hours 

Learners will not be able to access their examinations  
if a secure exam browser has not been installed. 
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Instructions for Conducting Examinations

procedures to be followed for all written, onscreen and online 
examinations and examinations/assessments for the following 

 

invigilators and all other personnel involved in the examination process, 
in plenty of time before the examinations, and should be available for 

how and when to notify VTCT Skills if there is an issue during a live 

Late Arrival of Learners
Centres are encouraged to refer to VTCT Skills guidance documents sent 

Reasonable Adjustments
VTCT Skills invites centres to submit applications for reasonable 
adjustments as early as possible to ensure that the appropriate support 

may not be processed and approved in time and may result in the learner 

created for all learners that they expect to take the assessment, and to 
ensure that extra time has been added to those with approved reasonable 

as early as possible to ensure that these can be in place in time for the 

 to discuss individual 

papers to centres who have elected for learners to sit their examinations 

The deadlines for scheduling paper-based examinations are shown in the 



Key Dates 2025-2027 05

VTCT Skills may request this tracking number 

Centres must return all examination papers after the examination date, 
and are not permitted to hold them back to send to VTCT Skills in bulk at 

Results Release
The dates for the release of external examination results for each 

Centres are encouraged to use the embargoed release date to review 

Enquiries About Results

for the submission of enquiries following the release of results from an 
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data is submitted to UCAS on time, training centres will need to claim  

 

 

inform the Performance Tables, centres will need to claim for all eligible 

 •
 •

Support 

System Administration Guide on the website or alternatively, you can 
contact Customer Support on 

Content

Technical Award – CO2A5 09

12

14

15
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Schedule

assessments they will take 
in an assessment series by 
creating a schedule for 

Assessment
Examinations
Learners take their theory 
examination on the VTCT 

Examinations are externally 
set and externally marked by 

Non-Exam Assessment (NEA)
Centres upload learner evidence 
during the upload window and by 

The graded synoptic assessment 

marked, graded and quality 
assured by centres and externally 

Results
VTCT Skills issues results 

dates for each assessment 

Embargoed release is for 
results to be accessed by 

centre and general release is 
for results to be shared with 

access on the e-testing 

learners in the Linx2Online 

41 2 3 4
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Schedule

examinations they will 
take in an assessment
series by creating a schedule 

Centres must notify their 
EQA of the planned dates 
for the graded synoptic 
assessment by completing 
the Assessment Year 
Schedule available on the 
documents tab on the 

Assessment
Examinations
Learners take their theory examinations 

Practical assessments are 
externally set, internally marked, 
graded and quality assured by 
centres, and subject to external 

Graded Synoptic Assessment 
The graded synoptic assessment 
is externally set, internally marked, 
graded and quality assured by 
centres, and subject to external 

Results
Examinations
VTCT Skills issues results 

dates for each assessment 

Embargoed release is for 
results to be accessed 

centre and general release is 
for results to be shared with 

access on the e-testing 

for learners in the 

1 2 3 4
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Assessment availability
VTCT Skills has made the assessment by examination available to 

Terminal rule

conditions the assessment by examination must be taken at the end of a  
 
 

grade in the assessment series in which they are completing the course,  

 • Learners must take the assessment by examination in the series  

 • Only the result from the assessment by examination in the series in 

grade

 •  

 
 than the results achieved subsequently

 •
 

 
at a later date

What does this mean?
Learners on a two-year programme will typically take their exams in  

VTCT Skills has built safeguards into the key dates document through 
the timing of the release of results for the non-exam assessment to 

 
they have the opportunity to resit the assessment by examination if they 

What does not meet the terminal rule requirements?
Learners who take the assessment by examination in Year 10, and do 

Worked examples 

published on the  

Technical Award 
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Assessment by Examination February 2026 - Winter Series May 2026 - Summer Series

paper 24/04/2026

online 05/05/2026

11/02/2026

Embargoed release of results to centres 22/04/2026

21/05/2026

Non-exam Assessment (NEA) April 2026 - Summer Series

Launch of non-exam assessment assignment brief 01/12/2025

02/02/2026

24/04/2026

Embargoed release of results to centres

[Checkpoint 1]  

[Checkpoint 2] 

Technical Award 

[Checkpoint 1]  

[Checkpoint 2] 

https://share-eu1.hsforms.com/1MZFe9_QPTUqtfCIJLLoBQgfw1c8
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Assessment by Examination February 2027 - Winter Series May 2027 - Summer Series

paper 

online 

Embargoed release of results to centres

Non-exam Assessment (NEA) April 2027 - Summer Series

Launch of non-exam assessment assignment brief

Embargoed release of results to centres

[Checkpoint 1]  

[Checkpoint 2] 

Technical Award 

[Checkpoint 1]  

[Checkpoint 2] 

https://share-eu1.hsforms.com/1MZFe9_QPTUqtfCIJLLoBQgfw1c8
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Event 

January 2026
Winter Series

Paper 1  

March 2026
Easter Series

Paper 1 and Paper 2  

June 2026
Summer Series

Paper 1 and Paper 2 

paper 05/01/2026 29/05/2026

online 09/01/2026 05/06/2026

19/06/2026

Embargoed release of results to centres

02/04/2026 11/06/2026

[Checkpoint 1]  

[Checkpoint 2] 
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Event 

January 2027
Winter Series

Paper 1  

March 2027
Easter Series

Paper 1 and Paper 2  

June 2027
Summer Series

Paper 1 and Paper 2 

paper 

online 

Embargoed release of results to centres

[Checkpoint 1]  

[Checkpoint 2] 
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How do I access the grade boundaries for the 
examinations?
Centres can contact Customer Support to request the grade boundaries 

FAQs

What support is there for centres?
There is a suite of support guides for centres to access which will provide 
information about scheduling, accessing examinations and accessing 
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Type

Technical Award CO2A5

Technical 

601/6990/4

Appendix A


